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Dear Mr. Beck:

Thank you for your letter regarding awareness of agriculture education within Alberta's

education system and larger community'

I am pleased to expand on the information I shared in my correspondence with you in March

earlier this year regarding the many opportunities for students to learn about agriculture in

Alberta's current Kindergarten to Grade 12 (K-12) curriculum, which you can view online at

https : //www .alberta.caJpro grams-of- study. aspx'

Kindergarten to Grade 9 Science and Social Studies are mandatory core courses for most

students in Alberta. As you are aware from our previous correspondence, the curriculum for

these courses provides students with opportunities to learn about concepts related to agriculture

in Alberta. These opportunities continue in the high school years when choice in programming

accommodates a wider range of needs and interests for students as they plan their futures.

In Science for instance, Grade 1 students expiore the needs of animals and plants, particulariy the

ways in which plants serve as a food source for animals, while Grade 2 students identi$r

difierent approäches to animals and the environment. Grade 3 students learn about the changes in

needs of yòung animals as they grow and develop, and in Grade 4, students further explore the

importance of plants to humans. Grade 5 students leam about wetland ecosystems, and Grade 6

students learn about trees and forests.
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The secqndary Science curriculum provides students with opportunities to develop understanding

of the interconnections of science and technology with society and the environment, and in doing
so, students may consider the role of agriculture. For instance, Grade 7 students investigate
human uses of plants as sources of food and practical issues regarding sustainability. In Grade 8,

students learn about freshwater and saltwater systems and how they affect living things. In Grade

9, students learn about biological diversity and the range of species found in different
environments. In Science 10, students learn about the cycling of matter in living things and

analyze plants as an example of a multicellular organism. In Science 14, students explore the use

of modern agriculture technologies. In Biology 20, student learn about the flow of energy and the

cycling of matter in ecosystems, and they study the characteristics of ecosystems and population

change, and in Biology 30, students learn about population and community dynamics. In Science

20, students learn about the characteristics of an ecosystem and the cycling of matter and energy,

and in Science 30, students learn to describe impacts of acid deposition on the biotic and abiotic
components of the environment.

The Social Studies curriculum also provides opportunities for students to explore concepts

related to agriculture. Grade 2 students explore various forms of agriculture and examine the

impact of industry on agriculture. Grade 4 students examine how Albertans address competing

demands on land use (e.g., agdculture, recreation, oil exploration, forestry) and different uses of
agriculture. The curriculum also provides opportunities for studying issues, including those

related to resources and the environment, through various lenses in a well-balanced manner.

Across grade levels, students explore multiple perspectives on using, distributing and managing

resources, and they investigate the effects that economics and resources have on quality of life.

In addition, the optional Career and Technology Foundations (CTF) program supports flexible,
interdisciplinary learning where students in Grades 5 to 9 explore interests and aspirations while

making personal connections to career possibilities and technologies associated with various

occupational areas. A teacher or a school authority may decide to create a CTF challenge that

could include agricultural education, particularly if there is student interest in a course.

Agriculture in high school electives include the Agriculture area of the Career and Technology

Studies (CTS) curriculum, which offers more than 40 one-credit courses in which students learn

about agricultural/horticultural production, the provision of reiated servises and support far
sustainable development and efficient use of natural resources. The CTS Apprenticeship
curriculum includes a collection of 15 courses developed to align with the current Agricultural

Equipment Technician Apprenticeship. As a whole, the set of courses covers the content of the

first period of technical training for agricultrual equipment technician.

The Alberta Dual Credit Framework, which provides students with opportunities to personalize

their high school experience and discover or build on their career interests, includes opportunities

in the area of agriculture. Examples include Producing Florticulture Crops and Small Animal

Restraint and Handling, both opportunities offered in partnership with Olds College.
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Alberta Education's Green Certificate Program (GCP), which you mention, is an

apprenticeship-style training program that enables students to gain valuable experience, training
and certification in the agriculture industry in Alberta. The GCP provides students with
opportunities to enter avariety of structured leaming pathways related to agriculture as part of
their senior high school program and to earn a credential leading to a career in agribusiness. The

GCP includes a series of agriculture courses created through a joint program between the

ministries of Education and Agriculture and Forestry. Students can complete 2J five- or six-
credit courses in 11 primary agricultural specializations. Each specialization consists of three

courses that students complete under the supervision of a skilled mentor and trainer. Although
the focus of the program is skills development, students may increase their awareness of food
origins and sustainability.

As previously discussed, Alberta's provincial K-12 curriculum outlines what students are

expected to know, understand and be able to do in each subject and grade. While Alberta
Education determines this content, teachers use their professional judgment to determine how
students achieve the learning outcomes in the provincial curriculum, including the selection and

use ofclassroom resources such as textbooks. I have been clear that I expect teachers to teach

without bias.

As future curriculum is developed, Alberta Education and Alberta Agriculture and Forestry arc

committed to working together to find ways to integrate agriculture into Alberta's K-l2 core

courses like Science and Social Studies. My staff appreciate the importance of agriculture and

food security, and are looking for the best ways to incorporate concepts in future curriculum.
Albertans will have opportunities to provide input on new curriculum as it is prepared for
classroom validation. It will be available online at new.learnalberta.ca early next year, and I
encourage the Agricultural Service Board to take this opportunity to provide additional feedback

Canada's Agriculture Day celebrates and showcases the industry and creates a closer connection

between consumers, our food and the people who produce it. This event takes place in February,

with the next event occurring on February 23,202I. School authorities have the autonomy,

flexibility and responsibility to set their schedules and choose days to best support their students

and school community. You may also be aware of Alberta's Open Farm Days, an August event

that provides opportunities for Albertans to learn about Alberta-grown fooci and the producers

who grow it. This event showcases Alberta's agriculture industry and growing rural tourism
sector by providing people from the agriculture sector with the opportunity to open their gates

and share their experiences with urban neighbours.

Additionally, you may wish to contact school authorities to share the Agriculture Service Board's

ideas and recommendations regarding ways to increase agriculture education in order to address

this important issue. Contact information for all Alberta schools and school authorities is

available online at https:i/education.alb erta.calaIbe.rta-education/school-authority-indexi.
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public trust in agriculture. I am pleased to share that applications are currently being accepted for
this program.

As a former Central Alberta CAP Coordinator/Voltrnteer, I am very aware that agriculture is an

important part of Alberta's past, present and future, and I appreciate the work being done by the
Agriculture Service Board.

Sincerely,

Adriana LaGrange
Minister
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